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editors letter

The Youth Ask

Metropolitan PHILIP for Support

Metropolitan PHILIP reported to the General
Assembly of our clergy and laity in Chicago that
when he visited the meetings of the leaders of
our young people, gathered for their own work-
shops and meetings, they asked him for help. |
happened to be there, having just arrived in Chi-
cago, so | heard them express to Sayidna myself
their deep pain as they related stories of friends
and companions who have been destroyed by
alcohol and drugs. They related how much lone-
liness they have when they cant seem to con-
nect with others. They expressed how hard it is
to be growing up today. In short, they asked the
Church to make their world a better place.

Visibly moved by the pleas of these youth
leaders, Sayidna s response was immediate. He
promised to inform the clergy of their needs and
to get the training that the clergy need to meet
these challenges. He will mobilize the various
departments and resources of the archdiocese
to work together on these issues. He will con-
tinue the programs of the Youth Department and
encourage the clergy to support the efforts that
are underway. Sayidna dedicated the next clergy
symposium to training the clergy to address the
speci c needs of the youth expressed.

The social ills that our youth face did not arise
over night. They are the logical development of
philosophies of generations who have turned
away from seeking God and instead sought the

self. Previous generations have made truth
something relative, and pleasure, lifes only
goal. Our young people are seeking an alterna-
tive life and they need the Church to be coura-
geous enough to de ne it and teach people how
to live it. They need the Church to be an alterna-
tive reference point and a safe place to live and a
healthy place to grow. The young people asked
the Archbishop to teach all of the young people,
both in and outside the Church, what is good,
what is holy, what is right. They want to know
what is appropriate and what is not!

While it seems that other churches are unwill-
ing or unable to speak de nitively about many
of the issues of the day, Orthodoxy continues to
live and worship in ways that express God s own
vision and revelation. We continue to baptize our
young to battle the passions, to be in relation-
ship with God and each other. We continue to
know God s plan and rest in Christ and not in

the falseness of this world. We take our joy from
the empty tomb, not from the empty promises of
pills and alcohol.

The convention itself was a reunion of like-
minded Orthodox Christians who gathered
around our Metropolitan and bishops to support
each other, and build each other up, expressing
our mutual care. | was struck by the openness
and love expressed by the clergy and people
alike. The theme of this convention was a prayer
from the Anaphora, asking God to be mindful of
the priests and every priestly order. The experi-
ence of the convention itself was a celebration of
being in the grace and love of God. It was being
the Church as expressed in the priestly ranks and
the priesthood of believers. When we gather as
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